ROAD TEST - BMW ALPINA D3 TOURING

As a self confessed lover of petrol cars - diesel power has
never been top of my list when considering which four
wheeled machine will adorn my driveway next.

So when, in October 2005, ALPINA announced that their
latest model, the diesel powered D3, was destined to come to
‘the UK, I had a dilemma; was it time to acknowledge that
perhaps there was some merit in the fuel more likelytobe -
found in the tanks of farm machinery rather than in those of fast
saloons? ' - 2R



ALPINA have dabbled with diesels in the

past... in 1898 they had more than a small hand
i helping to develop the 320d race diesel that

took the overall race win in the 24-hour race at
. the infamous Murburgring. In fact one of the
drivers, who was more than impressed with the
. ‘phenomenal pull of the engine’ was none other
R than Andreas Bovensiepen, current ALPINA
J \_‘_.ga CED and son of Burkhard Bovensiepen, founder
- of ALPINA.
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‘Atthe Geneva Motor Show in 1999, ALPINA
went one step further and launched a 5 Series
e Desed diesel model (to the European market
-onlylThe aptly named D10 Bi-Turbo was the
erful diesel engined production car at
'_ nd had a 3-litre twin-turho diesel
with all the exclusivity and performance

MHﬂml -engined models, but with

S

A has always had an interast in fuel
. Back in 1981 when German motoring
Auto Motor and Sport organised the
lemetre Marathon as a fuel saving
in & time when figures like 80mpg
a consideration, ALPINA won its
ch-modifiad 318i with an
—— . } 1 { _ e 105.72 MPG. So with its fuel saving
o i ——ag S8 = s W ﬁhr}alﬂmdlmdm:nlmchnnlm I

ST e ———— gl suppose the ALPINA D3 should ve been more
an expectation rather than the perceived
change in direction,

Since the Spring of 2006 when deliveries of
the UK cars began, sales of the D3 saloon have
_ outperformed expectations of hoth ALPINA and
Sytner Group {ALPINA GB), with almost 100
cars already on UK roads and a further 100
currently on order — It appears that the UK
market was ready for a8 performance diesal
after all; thanks possibly in part to the actions
of Mr Blair and his Labour government’s
emissions related taxation policy, of the
company car sector. Lets not forget that the D3
promises not only nearly 200 BHP but economy
and C0; figures that are identical to the lesser
320d, combine that with a price tag that puts it
in the grasp of many middle management
executives, and you've got a car that is more
than just another diesel option,

Given the success of the saloon it came as
little surprise, that less than a year after
ALPINA said there were no plans to produce a
D3 touring for the UK market, that sufficient
: demand had dictated the touring would atter all

be making an appearance with its steering
wheel on the right hand side.
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First Impressions

When the 03 Saloon was launched in the UK, the car
had to be competitive against other similar modgls and
in particular the 320d from which is was derived. After
all, there was no point going o all that effart to comwert
the car o AHD if the finished price tag was more inan
the UK bayers would stump up, Whilst there are some
of us who would pay that little bit mare for the ALPINA
badge; to most of the UK buying public the brand still
isn't strong enough 1o get them to pay over the odds

The D3 has to win it on the price as much as it
does on the performance and exclusivity stakes at
£28:995 OTA, for this touning modal and there's every
chance that it wall

ALPINA and Sytner Nottinghiam who are the' UK
agents for ALPINA, warked vary closely to define a fized
specification for the UK 3 models and in the main the
specification ks a well balanced mix of functionality and
of these touches to
LPINA

exclusive touches with just enda
make it instantly recognisable a3

Exterior

On the outside there's the fam 197 20 spoke ALPINA
alloys in gither the traditional classic || design as found
on mast of the currant ALPINA model range, or as a no-
Wi wou can choose the dynamic style wheel
first seen on the 28 Aoadster VB and later on the Z4
based Aoadster S and current BE Coupe and Convertible
madals

The bady styling is, as you would gxpe
over the base 3 Series range. At the front there's :
front chin spoiler beanng the trademark ambossed
ALPINA loga and at the rear, in addition to the ALPINA
03 o weo high quality oval stainless-steel
tailpipes pierce the lower valance. Its a subtle overall
|ook with just enough of an indication that this cars
imantions arg m
macihina

The =aloan varsion of the 03 gets a rear boot-lid

cost ophee

B han s

ly as a functional

Faor those with @ more Hamboyant nature, fear
not. The D3, like all other ALPINA models, can be

ardered with the optional gold or silvar pin-striping 1
the front spoiler and sides of the car. Four body colours
are available to prospective D3 buyers - all of them

¢ Blua, Sparkling Graphite, Black
Sapphire and Titanium Stlver a8 seen on our test car
Thie silver body colour of our test car works wall to

apron, Howsaver, those
that on a silver car
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you'd anly have the optien of gold stripes — silver being
invisible against the almost identical paintwork

g5 and wing mimoss are body-coloured
and the window surrounds are finished in shadowling
with the black roof rails defining the sloging
sireambined roof shape and add to the distinctive
touring profile.

Interior Styling

Inside it & similar story - a sublle blend of style and
function, The cabin is a max of the uswal high baild
quality that you'd expect from a BMW, with just enough
of the sporty touches that you'd expect to find in an
ALPINA

All of the LK 03

i models come with 2 hall black
gather and anthracite cloth interior, with co-grdinating
silver dash and centra console trim which is a nice
contrast to the exterior body calours on offer, though
ional wood trim that we've become
accustomed 1o on previous ALPINA models

The steering wheal is all ALPINA and very similar
to those found on the D3's big brother the BS. The soft
lavaling leather coverad rim prowvides a chunky feel

ot the 1

whitst stitching is in the traditional blue and green Tha

trademark blue instrument cluster with red needles is
meesent too and the ALPINA touches extend 1o the soft
|eather gear knob of tha 6-speed manual gearbox
f by an ALPINA logo. The ALPINA
branding continues, as on the rest of the range, anig
the door entry sills and the velour floor mats

Perhaps the most important touch and greatast
3| nature of any ALPINA is dispdayed
an the roof jist above the rear view mirror with the
indivicually rembered silver-plated production plague
Our car is numbar 61 of all the D3 Tourings produced 5o
far

which iz 1oppe

sign of the indnedus

All of these featuras mean the driver 15 Instantly
awaare that they're not pileting any obd BMW

The rest of the car is standard 3 Series, which
we've driven quite a bit in va (Uises Sinca Its
aunch almost two years ago. The build quality is-high

and although BMW seems to have designed out the
driver focused dash that was for S0 many years, their
trademark; the displays and dials are sensibly
pasitioned and easy to operate

Specification i5 fixed, meaning that wilst you
could in theory techmcally specify anything you like
from sunroof 1o sat nav systems — doing thiswill cost
you an initial £2000 surcharge simply (o opt out of the
standard LK spec. The D3 has a fixed price and 15 based
on-a fixed spec car and the saving that Sytner Group
[ALPINA GB) have managed to secure by defining this
fixed specification in advance — opting 0ul wou nake
your 03 separate from this agreement. Whilst you can
never please everyone all of the time and even though
there's a few options 1'd like to see included, (namely
xenan headlamps and bluetooth phone integration). the
03 is pretty well equipped especially for a car that
costs just undes £79,000.00

Specification highlights include:
Dynamic 5t v Control

Automatic Ar-conditioning

Frant and Rear Ebectric Windows

Front Centre Armrest

Mult-Function Steerng wheat controds
Hear POC
BMW Bus

»o5 CD/Radio

| feel that in general the overall BMW build gual
whilst still class leading is slghtly che than of
3 Series models although this seems to be the case
with almost all carmakers not just BV

My only other criticism i5 my bigpest sole b
with all of today’s BMW modals, yes - those infe
one-touch indicator stalks which ms
2002 on the E6S T Saries — 50 you'd think that a
5 years on |'d have got used to their operat
not quite, Don't ger me wrang, |'m all in favour of
progress and change, | just can't understand what was
tional system, Dne day | suppose
arstand wivy | have

wrang with the tr
Il get used to them, | just don't und
to. bn the meantima 'l contmue to mdicate to moyve
lanes, only to fird |'ve pressed the stalk too hard and
therafore it doesn't cancel, causing me to try afd canced
it ondy 10 find I'm now indicating in the other direction,
perhaps oid age and with it, technical incompetance
have finally caught up with me

Ride and Handling

\Whilst a car's styling is undoubtedly the first imgression
that strikes in the of a prospective buyer, it5 the
ride and handling characteristics of all ALPINAs, which
make & more lasting IMpression on anyona Wi 15
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has increased power but class leading performance too.0
B0 5 achieved in 7.5secs with a top speed of 143mph
with max torque of 302 Ib-ft (410 Nm) at 2000rpm
compared to the 320d 5t 8.5 sec, 136mph and 251 Ib-ft
{340 Nen}

1’5 also very close o the recently launched 325d
1ouring at 7.6sec; 145mph and 295 ib-ft (400 Nm], which
nat only has higher CO7 emizsions but is also a detuned
B-cyclindar 3.0-litre anging resulting in increasad fuel
consumption

Driving the car | found that after the mitial shock (o
my systerm of listening 1o the idling diesel angine noise,
that, quite apart from my expectation of dishike, | actually
enjoyed listaning to the whir of the turbo as the power
comeas onling around 2000rpm. | found the power
delivery addictive and what shortfalls there may be in tha
interior specification, my mind was suitably distracied by
the re iNG BXPanence

[t's an engine that is different 10 one I'm used to but
ane | could leaen to love driving every day. Like any
diesel engine. 10 oet the bast from it, you need 1o keep it
in the power band and the D3 is no exception but that's
hadf the fun of it

Sure if wou try to move off in 2nd you'll endoobtedly
et bonged down and end up embarrassing yourself, but
if you make the correct gear selections the reward 15 a2
singing turbo and losds of tongue resulting in, my case
with, @ grin like that a Cheshire cat. The 6-speed ZF
pearbox is @ joy 10 use with gear selections baing
efortless to find, my only criticism fs that | would have
wier throw and shorter gear stck but that

&d a sho
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aside the combination of enging and gearbox works well
to reward those who “dive” the D3 as it was intended 1o

e drivesn

Practicality

As with all BMW's 1ounng modats practicality i the order
of the day. The 03 towring has the samea functionality of
that found in any BMW 3 Senes Touring, the split
tailgate, which allows you to simply opan the glass
window sectson of the tailgate without having 1o open
the whale boot fid 15 one of my favourte features and
pne that I've loved ever since saaing it in a similar system
n the early Ranpe Rovers. [ts very user-friendly and

|_...|,"'.||| when wanting 1o deposit or retrieve smaller itams
fram the boot

Beng a deesel townng — practicality is a given, aftes-
all the combination of large load camying abulities
miatched with great fusl ectnamy 15 winal getLs oréers
signed. But whilst most modem diesed engi
delivar tank-stretching economy that would have been
unheard of even just a few years go. Few can keep the
draver involved with Stch a responsive engine as wa
found in the O3

The ALPINA D3 was initally developed as an
engineaning exercise, samething of a challenge if you
[ike, 1o see what sort of gains could be mada over an
already class leading diesel powe

Anainst the likes of General Motors, Ford and even
'-E!lIIN.' German '|'|.3|'-u1dl:h."-'5 likez 'v.i'u:l'nw.ugk"n and Audi,
05t
the |'.|_r||1|3“[ n—:r*.-:rme-fs as well a5 lowest ',EIE‘ amitting

30 the challenge 1o Increass power output wihilst
g economy and emissions the same Was mevel
oeng 10 be an easy prospect. But as the engingers at
Buchloe have proved time and time again — a challange 13
HIJ["."IE:lIII'Iﬂ iy Cannot resist

They have creatad a car, which not only has identical
consumgtion figures to the 3204

Urtzn 3498
Extra Lirban 58 80
Combined 47.1

But. despite the increased power, the D3 still has the
same C07 Emissions — 1560/Km for the saloan and
160g/Km for the touring. Evan BMW's recently launched
F25d, which is actualty a 3.0L engina can onby match the
perfarmance of the D3 and this i only with increased
fued consumption and emissions output

Dwring our test we drove & variety of roads from
country lanes to sactions of Motonway, covering just over
150 milies and durkng this time wa saw figures averaging
just over 45mpa, which given the style of driving was
vary Empressne

Conclusion

If you ask mast peaple what is the pinnacle of BMW
their answer is either clueless or for those slightly car
minded they will smughy say "ah, the M3 or M5™, |
some ways they could be forgiven for this statement
Yes, technically speaking the M3 and M3 (and now
the MB) are products of BMW's in-house M-Division
whera-as ALPINA are a sole independent manufacture
st happens to base ther models on the BAVY

thiat
range

This means that whilst the BMW marketing
machine can spend millions of Euros promating the M
brand in the minds of the car buying public through
Formula 1 and other race series of NUMErDUs press and
TV advartising campaigns — ALPINA will always
struggle to promote themselves as a real altermnative
performante oplon

This despite

n tespansibie for [aunching
the careers of many areat race drivers, including Miki
Lauda. James Hunt, Derek Bell and Hans Stwck 1o name
a few and having won many successful race senes up
to 1988 when they stopped racimg in favour of
producing road cars

Regardhess of this the M markating maching g5 very
gffective at creating brand awareness and succassiul at
gstahblishing desirability in the minds of avery car loving
taenager, however what they understandably don't
menticn in the small print 15 that whilst an M car can
be fun some, even quite a lot of the time — it can also

b a difficult car to ve with day-to-day

For those of you that have ewned an M Car and |
count myself armonst your numisers, you knoww this is
the case, Engines that, whilst free revving, nead to be
driven hard to get anywhera near their full potential,
sugpengion so hard that on a track it's a joy, but on our
poarly surfaced roads produces a nde quality that would
loasen evan the best fitted fillings and at best 153
taugh comprimise

Then thare’s the unwanted street presence of an
M-car where every young lad i his souped-up Saxo
thinks he can have you at the lights. Or whare the
criminal fratemity pay it teo much attention Then
there’s the UK's company car culture where its the
motaring equivalent to a pair of Hugo Boss cufl links
with every pink-shirted marketing exacutiva worth his
salt sporting the latest M3

It's in thas world — the real world, where barying an
ALPIMA is a discreet statement and a sign, to those in
the knowy, that vou're more of a shepherd than a sheep

Givan the styling of 1 w BMW E9Z 3 Series
Coupe — | just look forward to the possibility of a D3
Coupe. .. you never know | might have o switch to the
dark side of digsel after all. Our thanks go to Sytner
Nottingham for their kind loan of an Alpina D3 Touring
for this road tes1






